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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 OPORTO 001 17 04I033Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-IO 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
ACDA-12 COME-00 EB-08 LAB-04 SIL-01 10-13 TRSE-00 
OMB-01 /105W 

016730 041312Z/42 

R031430ZMAY78 
PM AMCONSUL OPORTO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1094 
INEO AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMCONSUL PONTA DELGADA 

CONPIDENTIAL OPORTO 0117 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT PO 

SUBJECT: MAY DAY IN NORTHERN PORTUGAL 

REF: LISBON 3208 

1. LARGE TURN-OUT IN OPORTO. MAY DAY WAS CELEBRATED IN MAJOR 
CITIES THROUGHOUT THE NORTH WITH WELL ORCHESTRATED SPEAKERS, 
MARCHES AND RALLIES. FOR THE PIRST TIME IN MEMORY THERE WAS 
EVEN A MAY DAY CELEBRATION IN REMOTE NORTH EAST DISTRICT 
CAPITAL OP BRAGANCA. PRESS REPORTED NO INCIDENTS. OPORTO 
RALLY WAS THE BIGGEST SINCE MAY DAY 1974 AIDED BY SUNNY 

SKIES AND HEAVY BUSING COMPLIMENTS OP PCP/INTERSINDICAL. 

RALLY ORGANIZERS CLAIM 300,000 PARTICIPANTS. AMCONSUL OBSERVERS 
ESTIMATE IN EXCESS OP 30,000. 

2. PROMOTE THE PARTY LINE. 56 LOCAL UNIONS OFFICIALLY 
SUPPORTED OPORTO MAY DAY CELEBRATION OP WHICH 24 WERE 
REPORTEDLY NOT CGTP-INTERSINDICAL AFFILIATED. CONSIDERABLE 
NUMBERS OF SOCIALISTS WEARING LAPEL SYMBOLS JOINED COMMUNISTS, 
ULTRA-LEPT AND LOW INCOME WORKING CLASS IN LARGE TURN-OUT. 
SPEAKERS PRESENTED SOLID PCP/INTERSINDICAL LINE INTER ALIA 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 OPORTO 00117 041033Z 

CRITICIZING PS/CDS GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND "IMPERIALISTIC 
IMPOSITIONS" OP THE IMP. UNION MOVEMENTS RIVALING THE INTER- 
SINDICAL WERE DENOUNCED AS "YELLOW UNIONS" I. E. TRAITORS. 

3. COMMENT. AS REPORTED REPTEL, PCP/INTERSINDICAL DOMINATED 
MAY DAY ORGANIZATION. OPORTO CELEBRATION WAS TURNED INTO 
PROTEST AGAINST RISING COST OP LIVING. SPEECHES AND SLOGANS 
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LINKED FIGHT FOR IMPROVED WORKERS' CONDITIONS WITH STRUGGLE 
IN DEFENCE OF THE CONSTITUTION AGAINST "FASCISTS AND 
REACTIONARIES. PENNER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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